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SUBJECT: SOUTH KOREAN PISHING INTEREST IN MAURITANIAN WATERS 
REF: STATE 221 15 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBOPPS RAISED ISSUE OF INDISCRETION OP KOREAN PISHERMEN 
REGARDING THEIR OPERATIONS IN MAURITANIA WATERS WITH APPRO- 
PRIATE MOFA OFFICERS ON JANUARY 30 AND HAVE CONPIRMED THAT 
ROK OPPICE OP PISHERIES AND THE INDUSTRY HAS IN TURN 

BEEN APPRISED OP RISK OP LOSS OP ACCESS TO AREA AND SEIZURES 
OP ROK VESSELS. 

2. MOPA REPS STATED THAT THE QUESTION OP FISHING OFF 
MAURITANIA WAS ONE WHICH ROKG LEAVES TO THE PISHING COMPANIES 
INVOLVED TO DEAL WITH AS BEST THEY CAN. PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN 
AVOIDED BECAUSE KOREAN VESSELS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN UNDER 
PLAGS OP CONVENIENCE. 

3. OF MORE IMMEDIATE CONCERN WAS THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
MAURITANIA THAT ITS 30-MILE WIDE CLOSED PISHING ZONE 
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SPANISH SAHARA CEDED TO IT BY SPAIN AS PAR AS THE NEW 
BOUNDARY WITH MOROCCO. MOPA OPPICIALS EXPLAINED THAT 
THE AREA IN QUESTION HAS BEEN THE AREA OP RICHEST 
RESOURCES AND PRIME INTEREST TO KOREAN PISHERMEN. 
INASMUCH AS THE ROK IS WITHOUT INFLUENCE IN MAURITANIA 
IT HAS BEEN TO ATTEMPT TO CONTINUE ITS 

OPERATIONS IN MAURITANIAN AND NOW FORMER SPANISH SAHARAN 
WATERS. AT THE SAME TIME THE ROKG WILL EXPLORE ANY 
POSSIBILITIES OF ASSISTING ITS FISHERMEN. 

4. REA CASABLANCA MAY EXPECT LOCAL ROKG REPRESENTATIVE 
INQUIRIES FOR GENERAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

5. SINCE 1975 ROKG HAS ATTEMPTED TO ANTICIPATE ACTIONS 
SUCH AS THAT BY MAURITANIA BY SEEKING TO NEGOTIATE 
FISHING AGREEMENTS WITH MORE THAN 25 COUNTRIES INCLUDING 
MOROCCO WHICH CLAIMED A 70-MILE OFFSHORE RESOURCE 
ZONE APPARENTLY NOT YET EXTENDED TO ITS SHARE OF FORMER 
SPANISH SAHARA. 
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